
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

And Then Some! 

 

     One Christmas day after the 12:00 Mass, some parishioners approached me and were 

very lavish in their praise of the Christmas music. One of them said, “They must have 

spent a lot of time practicing.” And my answer to them was: “And then some!” That 

was a true evaluation. 

     Ask anyone who has made a success of something what his or her secret of success is 

and they will tell you: “It is those three little words…AND THEN SOME.” They have 

learned that the difference between average people and truly successful people can be 

summed up in those three little words. Top people did what was expected of them 

AND THEN SOME. 

     Jesus taught the same principle in his Sermon on the Mount. He said, “And whoever 

compels you to go one mile with him…go with him two.” In other words, he tells us to go 

beyond what is expected of us. Go a little farther! Unfortunately, many of us have 

accepted that all is well as long as just get by. A student is satisfied with a “C” when he 

should be getting an “A”. An employee is satisfied with just punching in enough hours 

to get a paycheck. In reality that can be called the “malady of the minimum.” 

     Look at it this way. To be average is to be just as near the bottom as the top. You are 

the best of the worst. You are the worst of the best. So why is it that we seek to be 

average in anything? We should seek to excel. Go higher! Grow! Why be an average 

Catholic? Why are we satisfied to be an average Church? 

     Let these words…”AND THEN SOME” serve as a tonic for our spirit. ALWAYS 

attend church. ALWAYS be faithful. AND THEN SOME. Give generously…AND 

THEN SOME. Greet those near you at the sign of peace…AND THEN SOME. Meet 

your obligations…AND THEN SOME. Be dependable…be a good friend…AND THEN 

SOME. It will make difference in your world, your life and in the Church. 

 


